
THE GLACIAL PERIOD.
Increasing Difficulty with Water Pipes

and Hydrants.

KITCHEN RANGES EXPLODING

Necessity lor a Uniform Law
on the Subject.

INTERRUPTED NAVIGATION.

The Ice la the Rivers and on the
Sound.

The troubles arising from frozen water pipes
lurlug tbe past seven days have been sufficiently
numerous and annoying to try the patience and
temper o( tbe most evenly balanced minds to oe
fonnd among average householders and tenants.
The evils oi ine existing system, however, have
not yet culminated to their fullest extent, lor lrom
tbe predlouona coming to band from "Old Probabilities"mere is more than a possible chance that
tbe present Arotlo weather will lor some time
longer continue to enfuld us wltbln its Icy grasp.
In laot, from all the conclusions that can now be
trawn, there Is every reason to believe that-the
oold wave will remain at tbe flood ror weeks to
come.
Tbose, therefore, wbo are at all solicitous ror

their health, well being and personal comfort will
txerclse every possible caution to prevent a visitationto tbe interior of their households of the
nndertow caused by the returning wave.tn other
words, to gnard against the destruction to their
property, which must necessarily ensue when a
thaw sets In and relieves tbe water in the pipes
from Its present Icy solidity and allows it in its
liqulfactlon to And Its way through the open
Assures which have hitherto been undiscovered. *

Although the number of the dwellers in tbe
midst of this busy city who bave been made acrual
sufferers from a scarcity or the limpid stream,
furnished by God's providence and tbe fostering
care of the Croton Board, has been few up to
within the last two riavs comnared with the lm-
mens*! demand and supply, yet the roll Is every 1
day, nay, every hoar, being added to. Sanday, 1

which la in a great measure a day of rest to man J
and beast, Is also one In no small degree to tne e

water pipes. This opportunity has not been neg- <

lected by onr domestic loe, i;
jack fkost. i

He has improved the occasion wltb a vim, and 'J

Although silently, yet none the less sorely, as many
family and family laundress can tell to their lndi- I

vidnal cost. ^
Monday Is. with bat few exceptions, set apart as t

lro*en up amain harder than ever, lor they were,
by the very means taken to secure relief, i
tuoie exposed to the action of the ^
weather than they were beiore. It mum «J
no unuanal thing to see wnole blocks of t
house* with these holes In front ot them. This h
n.nod 13, to say tiie least, clumsy aud in- r
ed'ec.ual so Ur as any permanent benefit is concerned,besides belug dauuerous to pedestrians r
ami hones. This is particularly the oase where a u
leak lias occurred, tor the noies soon All up wir.ii F
the wa^r, whlcn in turn overflows tiio sireet, to I
tie converted luto solid and slippery Ice. Ii tins r
kitin ot proceeding ts allowed to lie continued the *
number ui accidents reported uui tag the coming u
wee* tn the shape ol broken arms and legs may c
be expected to douoic and treoln the usual use. Ii

A HKK CAUSED TilKOriill A KKOZEN PIPE. n
The necessity lor some siui: le instructions being

disseminated aiming the people as to the est I<
iii.inner ol procedure to be adopted in tniwlng n
out frozen pipes whereuy jrreat damage aud loss s
Diav be prevented, was also singularly illustrated n
yesterday. In this instanco the method employed t
proven »ts effectual as It was dangerous, wmle it t
miglu have resulted in consequences 01 the most n
serious nature. It appears tnc occupants ol a u
house at ilie corner of 113th street and Lexington t
avenue were de-irous ol obtaining water lor (to- o
mean uses, but on trying the tap n was lound L
thai none wouid flow. Various means were tried t
to ienieoy the (iidlcnltv but. wictiout sueces. Kir.aih, tl
however, a shovel mil ol hot and Blowing coals li
were brought and held to tiie place where it was P
thought tno ica had lormed. Fieah Are was udd- u

iDc uujr ui uie nc» uu wuivu miau ue pcnurmea 1

those mysterious operations known as "washing."Into the inner secrets or tnis rite no man
has ever yet been allowed to penetrate, excepting,perhaps, John Chinaman. The most
lie knows or the subject la that his rest is disturbed
lo the early morning, his breakfast made uncomfortableand his house or apartments made untenableto such a degree that he Is glad to rush away
(rom the demon that has, lor the time, Invaded
his home, and endeavor to seek consolationIn either his business avocationsor in outdoor amusements. He
knows it is useless to call on a friend, for wheriverbe goes the same vapory Immateriality
meets him race to face. The presence
of this weekly apparition is bad enough
to be compelled to endure at tbo best
of times, bat what mast have been the feelings of
Hundreds or husbands yesterday morning when
they were awakened out of a delicious morning
lleep by their wives to have the information Impartedto them In despairing tones that no water
was to be bad: tnat the pipes were frozen, and
that they (the husbands) must get up and try
to remedy the difficulty. Then they remembered
the caatlons given by the Herald, In (nil force,
and anatdemlzed themselves for not heeding the
seasonable advice theroln given. It was too late,
liowever, to indulge in

vain regrets,
but rather was it Incumbent on them to get up
and try to remedy the evil. Alas! too late. On
visiting the floors below, or the kitchen, as the
case might be, the same state of affairs was fonnd
to exist. As a last hope a descent was made Into
the cellar and an inspection made or the pipe
connecting with the main in the street, still with
no better success. Palls and palls mil of hot
water (borrowed from neighbors who had paid
tlme'y heed to the Herald's warnings) were

poared over the pipe, resulting In obtaining a few
drops.coming irotn the top.but that was all. No
How ot water such as wan needed could be made
to come. In many instances, however, which
wf-re brought to the wrltor's notice yesterday
the reverse of the above was the case, for the
water had only frozen just sufficiently, In a bend
or elbow of the pipe, to causo a crock wolch. when
liquified by the heat, poured forth In torrents,
wetting the feet and garments of the operators,
ami flooding toe floor in a short space of timeThis,of coarse, made it Imoeratlve to seek the
immediate services or one or those

plagues of civilization

yelept "Dlambers," lor, notwithstanding that effortswere made to stop the leak by binding
aronnd the pipe rags, the flow of water
still continued. Tne plumber remedies the local
dlfllcultyr. ami so far takes advantage of tbe
urgency with wlilch bis services nave
been sought as to charge an exorbitant
lee for bis work. This, of course, has to oe paid,
and in the momentary anger of the sufferer be
Hows the professor of blowpipes and solder to

depart, forgetting that he still Is as far off from
obtaining trie water he so much requires as ever,
tor the upstal rs pines are yet frozen stiff.

In the cases where no Iraciure occurs In the
supply pipe in the basement irom the efforts to
thuw it out, and after it Is found uselejs to continueto operate upon it, the question then arises,
"What is to be done?" No satlsfaotary answer can
be given by any of the bystanders, and the annoy-
nco has to be borne, However, In hundreds of

Instances yesterday this tamel* giving up to the
force of circumstances was not submitted to until
the most extiaordinary means had failed. For ex-

ample, in many oi the uptown cross streets, espe-
cully on tiie east Hide, the people, finding trie connectingpipes between the mains und their bouses
frozen, dug holes In the street until tnese pipes
were uncovered. Tney then

LIOnTED HUGE FIRES
In the bope of effecting their purpose In some
cases this method was successful for a time, but
no permanent good was effected; for as soon as
t lie llres were allowed to so out the pipes became

NEW TOI
d from time to tt me until the woodwork tt me
iack oi the. pipe became so thoroughly Heated that
t caugnc Ore and suddenly burat lorth in a blaze.
H course ail thoughts of the frozen pipes gavo
Tar under the imminence or the lire danger.
StTorts were made to extinguish the datura, and.
ortunuely, with success, but not until some fl5
ir $'.HJ worth ol damage had neen done. Had the
Ire occurred In u place not readily accessible the
eault can be easily imagined.

kitchks boiler explosions.
The probaoie consequences ltkelv to result from

;# / »««t in so tar as the bursting of tue water
joxes attacned to Kitchen ranges owing to the
itoppage or the sunplv oi water, to waion atten;ionwas called in yesterday's herald, was praclcallyillustrated during yesterday, although, by
ilm at a miracle, without, causlrg auy ratal In*
ury. A boilo- In the kitchen oi the house No. 83
uvingion street ourn mrougn tne water having
>een drained off and no fresii suppiv beinji ab.e to
»e led in through tbe supply pipe, whtcn had be:ometrozen. Ttie first Intimation the family revivedthat there was an; trouble was nearnna loud report, the breaking of mrniture
ind tbe crasbiug or crockery ware. No person,
lanplly, was piesent when the accident happened.
1'fie damage to furniture and building Is reported
o be irom $73 to $100. In addition to this actual
oss of mone* tbe disturbance of tbe domestio arrangementsmust b« taken Into consideration,
which, m a iami!.v of three or four persons, is an
tem of no small consequence either. How easily
mght It have happened that some little child,
>erbaps the on>y one, or some other member of
;tie home circle, should have been struok by one
if the flying fragments or the broken iron. What
regrets and selt-crinunarions tne e would have
>een at the recollections rtm b.v the uen ect oi a
umple and easily periormed duty ot making a
ialiy examination oi tnu dangerons part o( the
lousetioia economy, a Ule dear to all trie tamiiy
iad been cacrtflced. These retrospective regrets,
lowever, are oi no use when the evil has been
iccompliulied. Wnai is needed is to

TAKE TIME IIY THIS KOKKLOCK
ind see to u tlmt all the precautions that prulenceand lorethougtu can suggest are put into
practical operation beioreltaud. Business men
ind others lock up ti.eir money and otner vaiuiblcsIn order to protect them irom the grasp of
robbers. They do not leave them o;euiy exposed
to be depredated upon by every pitsser by. Yet
(There it is simply a matter of human Ule, a possi)leloss oi a lew dollars in broken furniture and
trails and a disarrangement of the whole oi their
lomestic comfort, us it is in tne matter oi an exilosiouoi tne range or boiler, liicy criminally
aeglect-to give the lew moments ot time and small
unouut of personal trouble mat would not only
irevent the possibility ot

FATAL ACCIDHNT3,
inch as are here loresimdowed and exemplified,
jut wonid eutircly do away with the feeling of tnlecuritythat, must naturally prevail in the mind
>t every mother wtieu she is away from home. that
rorn the cause reierred to above s.ie may, on her

roiuru 10 ner notue, nnu om or more 01 ner daringsa disligured and mangled specimen ot
lumaulty, or, perhaps, a corpse.
Many cases were discovered yesterday where

treat interruption urns caused to business tn tne
;aaes 01 manufacturers and others wiio use boilers
or tne purpose oi securing steam power to move
tie different engines they employ m tlie prosecutionor their trade. Tne dav of rest, sunduy, nart
iliowed the water In tne conducting pipes leading
rom the mains In tne streot to become frozen,
md it was only alter nours of persistent and uurenittlugwork mat sufficient wa'.er could be ob;alnedto fill the. boilers sufficiently 10 allow the
jres to be liuhted. in other instances tne pipes
learer the boiler were lound ir>zen, and subsequently,when inawed out, burst, so that the
loors became deluged. In still other cases tne
itop cocks were lound coated with ice, owing 10
iscape? ol water, considered small under ordinary
jlrcuinstances, wnich had now enveloped them In
in Iron-nice grasp. To make tnern serviceable and
>f use a vast amount of time had to be expended.
Cms in business means also money.

A OKAVE QUESTION.
Ia view of all these tacts me question naturally

>rescnts itseli as to whether tue wnoie principle
[if principle mere be) oa which tue plumbing
work In our houses and places of business Is done
s uot conducted and carried out on a basis wrong
n theory and in tact. That it has undoubtedly
iroved so during the last lew days has been unnistaxabiydemonstrated, and that it will be still
urtlicr exemplified in the days to come while the
ixistlng severe cold weather prevails no reasonngpeople can doubt. How tne difficulties ol the
iresent system 01 plumbing, or, rather, it ougnt
.0 be said, want 01 system, can be remedied, is a
>robiem not easily answered.
According to the present laws and regulations

inder whicn houses are constructed it is lelt to
;he owners, buhaers and plumbers to exercise
,nelr own iuuivldu.il caprices as to the manner iu
vnich the water pipes and orains shall be canted
lp and down tnrough tue house, without any reirrictionwnatcver irom a supervising authority,
rneowner gives one order to the plumber, which,
lot being approved oy the builder, is supplenentedor altered by him. rue plumber, in turn,
las ideas 01 his own, aud not likiug the plans projosedby the others, proceeds to carry out ins own
;heories. The consequence of ail this is thai in
he winter Umu trouole invariably arises. Another
joint is that houses, being ouilt in the warmer
nonths, but iltrie thought is given by eirher
trchitecie, plumbers or owners to (he possibility
>r there ever occurring a season when

FIFES MAY BECOME FROZEN
ind an interruption of the water supply must as a
jonsequeuce occur, and untold misery arise to the
luiortunate occupiers ol tne house. It is, periaps,somewhat a stretch ot the imagination to munuateeven tnat tenants have any rights or
jriviieges mat landlords are bound or even ex>ecl:-dto respect, out would it not be better lor
til parties tuat some well considered and strictiv
leaned plan should be decided on und carried out
inder tne supervisiou ot tne Department 01 Buildugs,in regard to the manner ot laying and iixing
nater pipes, whereby the possibility of
;heir ireezing might be reduced to a
niuimum. In iact a law reguiating tue matter
nlxht bo drawu up and passed aiter due consultalonand aeiiberauou with meu ol science, who
;ould determine the best method to be adopted in
jrder to secure the desired result?1, imposing a
)euaity for each and every violation, anu provldngthat, in case ot mo refusul or ue^iect ol the
>w:iers ol property to cuinpiy with its provisions,
hat ihe department relerred to should loi thwlth,
liter the lapse or a specified time, accomplish the
vorK ana compel pavmeut ol the costs. Soins
such law as this would be a great boon to every
me concerned. It would ndt only save the landorda vast amount ol expense, but the tenant a
treat deal ol vexHtlon aud annoyance.

almost ANorJlKB cask.
The readers ol me UeualG will remember tbe

:ase ot tne little babe frozen to death a lew days
iK<> in one 01 the sixtn aveuue cars. It is reasontoieto suppose that nun a warning might induce
jeople to Keep their inlants ludoors hucU Weather
is wc huu yesterday, uutit seems tnat there are
tome parents who tniuK that children can staud
is much as grown people. Yesterday a man and
us wife, huviug with tnem a little girl, entered a
r'ourth aveuue car at Tweuty-tnira street. The
:hlld w,h crying bitterly at tue time, and soon
titer entering the car ceased. It finally became
>o still tuat a lady spoKe 01 it, ani upon examiuaionthe little thing watt louud to be almost dead,
t was at once taken into a drug store, where
>roper remedies were used to restore It.

OLWUW THK SIDEWALKS.
All propeny owuers should give practical beed

o the receut action ol the municipal authorities
eiative to clearing ice and snow irom the sideraiks.Uy so doing they win escape tbe lmposi;ionor flues and penalties prescrioed by the city
irdtuance, ana wuic.i it is cue intention to rigidly
iniorce. on the inn iu-i. Mayor Wickham approvedand sinned :he following resolution, winch
hereoy oecoincs a city ordinance:.
Resolved. That the Commissioners of Police be and

ire hereby directed to cause the provisions of sections
6 and 111 ot article 2 of chapter 23 ol the Kevlsed Oruiluiicesol Istiti to be rigidly cnlorced. ilie said sections
ire tit |. How a

MKtTio.t la..The owner or occupant or person havin?
:h irgc of eacn house or other buudlng or lot or lots of
troumi in the i-ity of .Sew VorK snail, within the flrrt
our hours alter every lall ot snow, or hall, or ri in,
vlncli .shall trecie on the sidewalks nu.i in tne KUtf*'s,
ause tlie >aine to be removed entirely Iron oIf tne >idovalIts opposite such hoiisc. building. lot or land, miner
he penalty ol $ ( lor every such neglect, to be paid by the
iaU owner, occupant or person having charge, "scv.
Tally and respectively.
>r.c. lii. .in case the lee or snow shall be so congealed
bat it cannot be removed wluiout injury to the pavenentthe owner, occuf uut or person iiavlni marge of
my iiuilUiiig, lot or lunu as a,ore.-,aid shall, wiimii the
list lour Hours alter every tail thereof, cause tht side
valks opposite his, her Oi their premises to be strewed
villi ashes or satin under the penally o SI, 10 be paid hy
ho owner or occupant or person having ctiaruo liiereol,
everally and respec.ively.

ti1s kikk 11vmunt3.
The necessity ol Borne leaaiblft plan belli?

inopted wicooiit delay .or the protection ol the
ijrdraoM in u>e nntiii «>o mat m etn of tire a
up ply 1 water can be immediately obtained, is
laily becoming more aud uioie apparent. Tne reninsior the past seven weeks ol iUe difficulties
ixpenenced by the Kire Department in getting
heir engines lo woil»at llres to which tticjr wero
ailed were lessons hat should have been taueu
idvautudc ol by tne Department oi I'ubuc V\ olios,
'o lar, however, no proper precautions appear
o nave been taken, notwithstanding the
act tliut tuu intense cold has continued
,ud even increased the difficulties to which
.iiruiiuii lirtn itecu tiiucu uy iiic i/iiiei J'ili^lUCCi 01
lie lire Department. i'tto engineer 01 the J'ubiic
Voi'Ki »ure;iu evidently bu.ieves In old precelentsand precepts. lor beyond continuing tne anKjuaiedmet nod o; 11 Hi UK in tno barrels ol tho
i}(Irani.'1 with -alt. on winch lie relies an h golden
euieoy, nothing seeiud io have been done,
bxtiaordinary nised-es ier|uire extraordinary

Lincdies, and old luifv notions in tins advanced
oi scientific inquiry and research are out of

luce, nils is m- re especially tho case at the
ire*eot ttinr, WHS tirvUpt anil vigorous action
< needed to injure tills (T eat city ol Mew
'ork, with its multifarious interests, from
itter and complete aiiniunaiion irotn ihc ravages
ii a ronOperation which would inevitably result
a caso of a lar^e tire breaking out in a populous
eighboriioud, Kvery day taut the lrost continues

inche^ses thi! panokk.
sr the hydrants arc daily bo joining more and
lore unlit lor the service ior which they were deigned.Tins docs no' arise irolu .my special luuit
i their actual cou-tiucnou, the tuuuner in wnicu
hev are distributed or tno material of winch
hey ure jonued, hut simply from tne
lone in winch tnry are nud and in the
tiscientiflo way iu which eilorts are made to keep
he vaivoi Horn ircezimr. It apptars to be mo
pinion ol the chiel engineer* ol botn the Kiro
>epai imenl ana tne Department of Public Works
hat tttl« is the vulnerable part: yet neither ol
fees* gentlemen, wio in itppoita to M skiUed
i tneir preles&inn. can even snggem a plan to
revent ihe-o valves irom freezing, let alone a
lore improved method ol construction. They

IK HERALD. TUESDAY, i
both seem to re); on the faet that these sorts of
valves and hydrants have been in use lor years,
and. beyond temporary Inconvenience and delay,
have always necn found s rvlceable.

(n ordinary weather or even during a slight
spell of extreme cold

TUE SALTING FBOCEM
may be effective, but during a long continued Irost
tnu ola-fasbloned plau of mlng to keep the valves
open cannot but result in a tallure. ihe theory
on which this application Is anplied Is that the
salt, wnich nas a natural affinity lor water, absorbsthe moisture wolch percolates thrcuju the
valves and in ordioary eld weather does not
freeze. Tne reason lor tQo use of salt is dauntless
Its cn<?aDues». but where millions 01 dollars and
thousand* 01 lives are at (take the question of
actual cost should oe comparatively of secondary
consideration.

It has been shown 'hat bv the Injection of a
small amount or alcohol or sulphuric acid water
that has oecome rozen in pipes may t>e brought
buck to Its normal condition. VVny cannot come
of tne teacntngs or science be applied witn equal
effect to the Are hydrants, when upon these oeing
constantly in an efficient condition so mucn depends?

MO WATER AT A FIRB.
A Are occurred yesterday morning In South

street, to »nica Engine company No. 29 was summoned.The machine could not be put to work,
however, lor the reason that* no water couia be
obtained, although turee hydrants were tried.
At the corner ol Spring and Marlon streets an

engine was summoned on what is known as
A STILL ALARM,

and on trying the nydruut it was found to be
frozen. Another alarm was sounded at the
corner of Cornelia and Bieeciter streets, and on
trying to obtain water the same result was shown.
Here tne Bremen, instead of trying to thaw out
tne hydrant with the apparatus with which their
englue is Otted, simply uu.f a hole around the
barrel ail J but it a wood flie. In iront ol
the engine house ol Company 24, in Barrow
street, the hyorunt tnere w,i< also frozen up, as
also that in Irout ol the old No. 38 hose house in
sullivau street. Tne same state oi things was

>i lound to exist more or less all over the city.
'J'de firemen, when a«ked why they do not examinethe hydrants, say, "Our instructions are

not to meddle witn them except in case of tire,but to let the Department or Ptiolic Works see to
tne:n." Now, win this department do somethingtoward guaranteeing th<- naietv oi tne citizens? Trie
firemen are wen equipped, weil dril.ed and perfectlyaoie to comoat any flrs, but 11 no water is
attainable they ate powerlese, aud the flames will
have unaivlded aud uncontested authority.

THE ICY BARKIKRS.
Since the great giaciai era, when the whole

world was encased in an armor oi Ice. the vicinity
j ol New York has seldom present d any such wonideriui scenes as durinu the past week.
Ages ago the sagacious wairus disported
inmscu in Mew York ouv, aiu tue Uei^lits ol
Neversinn were favorite resoris of tao Arctic seal.
TUe white bear, also, King 01 the icy region*, at
ono tiuie reigned supreme withiu t:ie limits or
Maiituitan Isiund. such was lormerlv tne state
01 affairs, according to our learned philosophers,
ana to such a couuit on it Is propuesiau we win
eveotualiy return. 1 lie Ice during yesterday conItinned in all its stubborn majesty.

ICE IN TUE UPPEK Hl'DSOK.
At Dobbs' Ferry, six miles north or Yonkers, on

the Hudson, a natural bruise was lormed on *'ri
day uignt, and has remained intact ever since.
Thousands oi people nave availed ttiemsolves 01
the opportunity 01 crossing to and Iro, aua r lie
scene as presented yesterday was extremely
animailusr. All above mat (joint Hie river presentedone clear, unbroken field or ice. Skaters,
closely muffled up to protect tuelr ears irom eing
irostbltten, gilded rapid** along; iceboats, under
lull sail, went >cuddmg by the merry
sleighing parties like phantoms of the
irust, uuu ttiiogeuier it was a picture
calculated to delight tne heart or itie
Czar 01 all tne Russias. At eleven o'clock yesterdaypeople were crossing in row boats from Cioater
canning to Youkers, ana the river to two miles
below tne latter punt wai perfectly tree irom
large ice, except some lew cakes which baa not
been carried down by the tide. Daring the winter
ol 184b. wincn was un unusually severe one. a
natural blockade occurred about the same point,
and in order to lacilltate travel ihe Erie Kuilwav
cut a canal through the ice and ran their ferryboatsfrom Fort Wasmng'on Point toFiermont, on
the opposite side ol the river, From that point
upward the river remaiued irozen lor over it
month and a half, and when in the spring
it llualiy broke up, just such difficulty as
has occurred recently was experienced. The
East and North rivers for days, at cach cnange
01 the tide, were completely cnoked up, and the
same scenes wnich have during tne past few davs
been so graphically described were then, nearly
thirty years ago, enacted. Up to the last lew days
the river has been open and navigation possible
a» far as Have)straw; but tne present ice bridge
has effectually closed It, and tne prooabilities are
that it will remain impassable to sailing cralt for
some time to come. On ihe flats in Tappan and
Haverstraw ba.vslhe ice is from six to elgntinches
in thickness, and the lact remains undisputed that
all i f the thick ice which has causcd so much damageto property in the harbor and hast Kiver was
floated down irom the Hand-locked bays ol the
upper Hudson.

JiEAR TUB CITY.
Ferry trainc was srre&tly impeded on the North

River yesterday. The lioboken lerrrboats ceased
unning at one o'clock in the morning and did not
recommence nmit halt-past five A. M. During the
course of the day the north wind brought ao*n
large floes ol ice, which made navigation a-ratn
very difficult. So great was tne ice embargo that
the river appeared almost deserted, l'ne various
lerrynoats are all more or less crippled, aud u
Urae lorce of men are kept constantly employed In
putting in new Duckets in the paddle wheels, which
are ofteu broken into mere splinters aiter
battling upon the ice, wnich is very olten two or
tnree leet thick. Tne t iles oi broken ice were in
many instauces seven to .Dine leet thick. Fortunatelymuch of tne ice is of a verv brittle ua<ture, and tne pilots hope rh.it ir the temperature
moderates traffic can still be carried on. Tne passengersin tne lerryboats are made to feel the
effect of the great cold by the little steam that tne
engineers allow for the warming oi tne cabins,
everv available pound of steam pressure being
required for the propelling oi tne boats.

IN THE KAST RIVER.
large anantity ot ice from the North River, the

bay, the Snrewsbury Kiver, the Jersey flats and
bandy Hook found Its way on the top ol tne flood
hub iuio tue i^ast mver uuu auve me pilots great
trouble la flgnting tneir way across, and protectedtrips were the order of ttie uay. At the
Fulton terrv boats ran on no regular time dnrinir
a great portion ni the lutter part of the day, and
to quote the lansruaue 01 one of tne bridgemen,
"They started Just when they lelt good and
ready." Later on the Ice became mucn brokeu,
owing to the cburuing it received lrum the iiasstogboats. Great delays were experienced by
truckmen in getting transport for tueii venicies.

ANOTHER STRANDED PILOTBOAT.
The plloiboat Ci ow. No. 1*2, owing to a mistake

tn the Squasn light, while trying to evade the ice,
went ashore on the Clifton Rock, near the QuarantineGround, staten Island. Measures have been
taken bv the Pilot Commissioners ro afford the
necessary assistance. Sue is considered to be,
however, In a s mewhat critical position. It is
only abour ten days since the pllotooat G. W.
Blunt was wrecked near Fire Island aud became
a total loss.

A MAN OUT OF HIS LATITUDE.
In these (rigid times it Is a pleasure to meet a

man wtio despises chilblains, influenza, hacking
coughs, irozen ears, roseaie-liue nose, lalilng
tears, and, in a word, laugi>a at, Uie cold. Sue a a
man lives in our midst, and is miserable when
the weather is warm, and looks as out of place us
a Polar bear in a sentry box. This individual is
known by the name 01 "Esquimaux Joe," aithAiurhhft to rorwirtprf tn Ha a urtrt t\i a nrin.»n in

his* native land. Joe was mei .yesterday in
tne neighborhood of Fulton Market, bound
lor the "whalemen's headquarters," In tho
immediate neighborhood. Although toe icy wind
wan travelling at a thirty mile gall around the
corners Joe looKed warm and cowiortable, aud
was apparently periecuy apatnotic an to the olasts
01 Korea*. Hih head was erect, and between his
lips lie balanced a cigar with tne iwnchalaiice 01 a
darniy ou a Hue sunny day. Joe was asked by tno
reporter it he did not think thu weather leariully
coul.
"Noa! Noat" answered the descendant of the

Polar kiiiks, snamug his bead, "me not care lorty
degrees below zero; » hen me 190 days on ico tne
not. unhappy for cold." Th reporter leit Joe, with
a shudder at the thought, oi tae thickness ui Ividk
Joseph's epidermis, and thouirnt that the best place
lor i>>iii was a North I'oie expedition. Joe's
brother, some time back, lived with his sister-inlaw,Manna, at t.rotou, but lound our Winters too
warm and oppressive, and accordingly sped linn
homeward to the land ot everlasting s'io* and
ice, where he could live happy in eutinir walruses,
seals *nd other Arctic delicacies.

ON THE SOt'ND
navlirat on was entlreiv nusoended. and at no time
during me season nan tlie blockade bet-n more
complete, ai Suv Kochelle tne ice was lmin
eighteen incites to two leet in thickness. and duriu*the day many persotis Vlllld out as lar as
Kxecutiou LiKiiihuUitc, a distance 01 at
least lour miles, The transit to Huckeibertv
Island and city island was readily made, and many
skaters were seen lar out on tlie Mound tailing
ttuvautage 01 the unprecedented "bridge." rue
Ice. tiiouvli thick, was apparently spongy. Several
adventurers oroke in, wittiout, however, an.v
serious inj *ry. Wagons were driven upon the ice
to the oyster beua, holes were cutaudt :e bivalves
were put directly upon the carts without the inMtrntMB01 boars.

from crrr island
the sound presented a picturesque appearance.
To the Long Island shore a clear sheet of solid Ice
extended, broken only by the stoau.er passage,
and across the crystal bridge numoers ot persons
passed wuh safety, ice boats were skimming the
suriace or tne Sound and skaters fluted here and
there in till directions.
,*ound trafllc was entirely stopped. The

steamers City ot Hartford and Bridgeport, bound
to New York, were iirraly wedged iu eariy
yesterday morning, and, aiter several lurile attemptsto extricate tneiuselves, they quietly
accepted the situation. Their imprisonment will
continue until a chanuo in the weather i.c.'urs.
Tne City ui Hartlord sustained some damage
wmle eudeavoring lo ore a* through the ice field.
The captains oi Doili steamers went ashuru
ou tne ice anil look tne train to
New York. They report the ice throughout the
Hound hs having accumulated in almost incredtolo
quantities, and state mat it would be lugliiy imprudentlor any vessel to attempt the passage.
At city Island many vessels have been Ice-bound
lor weeks, captain Levities*, nn old navigator
and Sound pilot, states that such an icy era has
never occurred within his recollection.
ihe Sound steamers are now going by way of
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Handy Hook. The New Haven boats have entire
discontinued runnlnir, and tne latest advices n
dicate a thorough blockade as far us the Coune
ticut capital. A uneral procession crossed ti
Ice about live o'clock yesterday alternoou Iro
Hart to City Isiand.
The Hekai.d reporter left New Rochelle at loi

o'clock und walked saiely to City Isi.nd, visit in
en patsant the oyster beds. Tiie ice was sulid an
several double teams were waitiuir upon it to ri
ceive their freight. 1 here are no indications of
break up In the sound. The Ice afained sue
thickness that the tides do not affect it. A tft-i
eral thaw is the only remeov. and iroi

Bresent appearances tli.it Is uoi likely to occui
[any years have passed since Look Island Souti

was so completely barrlcaoed. In the hard winte
or 1867 there was an approximation <o tho bloci
ade or the present year, out the ice was nc
neariy so thick or so hard to dislo &e. Tnc pliot
all shake their heads solemnly when the subject <
%UO wcoturi is uiuaviic i, anu i»v itiiuiv ma

the world must be turi.ed upside down. No i-er
ou8 casualties nave been reported during tne lac
lew dars.
A lew overdaring Individuals (rem the vicinit

of Westchester have tiau involuntary duckinvi
two or three iceboats having been broken, resul
In? in various bruises, but mere nas been no loi
ot lile or lim >.
Late last evening from Tbroga's Neck to Riker

Island there extended a solid sheet ol unbioke
Ice, so thick mat even steam navigation was la
possible.

tne steamek continental,
which left New York Sunday, at noon, reache
her dock in New Haven yesterday morning, avin
been twenty-one hours on tne pass.ig?, rwelv
hours 01 wtiica were occupied lu forcing ner wa
from the Imhthouse In tne harbor to Belle dock,
distance 01 only tnree miles. The steamer Ne
Uaven. ol the same line, wuicn left New Yui k tin t
hours previous to the Continental, occuple
twenty-iour hours in her Journev.
Yesterday morning tne eopie of Milford de

clared that the round wus skimmed over with ic
at sunrise, ana that so iar as tus eve could reac
nothing but ice could be seen. Ice in atratlor
harbor is fliteen incurs thick, and a first cias
gunooat could not peuctrate tne barrier

not a vessel
has enterea the h.troor siuce tne cold term set it
At Bridgeport tne naroor. open constatui.v auriu
ordinary winters, isno.v veiy tight, and the pec
pie are walking and nnviug over its iruzen sui
luce whenever tt.ey please. Mtiame.'a ave cease
runBIBS and the wiuto Wings ol a tailing VMM
have scarcelv been seen lor a mouui.

the iiaruok at d.ack kjck,
one ol the ireesc uuroor* on the >ound, is close
aud may not be exp-oteo to opeu till March. Th

lias uiven up all hope oi acuaugc in temperature
A snort sunpiv of coai stare* uer uoople 111 tnei
lac.'s. while ner marKet boats and lreuhiers h
nclpleas a, the wharves.

WESTPOKT IS 5RAI.T.D
till the great uay oi breaking up arrives, whtc
will lie somewhere 111 the aim ana distant luturi
Tiie sail 01 a *ossei ha^ not been seen mere sine
tne 1st 01 Januar.. Nonv.ilk. too, suiTers witu tic
sisters, ns m matrons pt.es of lreignt awaitin
transportation tesntlc#.

NOTHING BV'T ICE
confronis the view among her islands, and he
lishcrtnen can no and come at. pleasure wnliov
fallowing channels and currents. Five Mile Riv.
harbor has ice three leel in thickness, an
off the buoy on smith Island reel tl;
ice is piled up In winrows tweuty let
hiatl. MI&DtU River, at COMOb, prosen
a scene ssiaom belore observable in Ice formatior
no vessels tn signt and no prospect oi iliem i
present. Further do.vn tne shore, at Kje.-tti
sound was yesterday Irozen over, unci eopl
crossed tu un irotn Lonsr I land. Tne uassauu l
the Ice made bv ti.e New Ilaven steamers quicKI
closed again.

TOE CONNECTICUT RIVER
at Lyme closed on Tuesday lust, and to-day the lc
on its surface and lar out into the booi.d U tuic
and impenetrable, tew, 11 any, vessels liav
passed- thruuzn the railroad draw since Februur
1. For the Urst time since 1857 the Tliatnc
River at New London is turhtly closed. Man
sail vessels and several eeeameru, including tn
Galatea, or the Neptuue liue between i'rovidenc
uuu no* torn, are icenouuo. ine uuiv viaioi
navigation is among Uio shore Lino Railway lerrj
boats. wincii, by making lrequent trips, have bee
able 10 Keep a passage iree.
Sleighing everywhere in the State i? good.

IN THE CI1Y OF NSW HAVEN
the cold has 'tone a vast amount 01 damnge to tt
wuier pipes, wlucti in ino.it 01 the streets hav
burst, ine process or thawing them out oy mm
ling fires and o.y the use oi steam Are engines hi
not ueen an uncommon sight to-da
Many nouses are wholly deprived ot watt
(or tho first time since water was introduce*
twenty years ago. Ou his account there uas tie?
a v:<st amount 01 Inconvenience, mere being ic
wells, but no actual suffering. As the any close
wiln the thermometer at zero, the outlook lor
change for the better is dark, indeed.

THE BLOCKADE UN THF KAILKOADS,
Advices iroui the western part 01 tne S.ate slio

that tne storm ol the middle and latter pcrrlon
last week was the severest thai has been Know
In tho locality lor .veais, aid tnat nulroad tr.ivi
was lor a time seriously intenered with thereo.
Oa Frldv and Saturday heavy urlits on ih8 Ne
York Central between Ho ne and I'tiua cause
considerable detention of the trains. A cattle trjii
was irozeu In near the lormer place, and quii
s number of the live stock perisftcd irom ex.
sure. Tne ireight tracks between Little ! alls ati
St. Johnsville were completely blockaded, and tt
snow, which drifted in the cuts, was packed
solid as sandbanks. Our engine was said 10 inn
been nineteen DOOM in the blockade, tne euginei
and fireman oeinir obliged to remain bv it to ket
tt Irom lreezing up. Gangs o( men we
kept to work shovelling out the track. n
Rome and Watertown road was blockaded Irj
Wednesday until Saturday, and was not the
cle.ir. Ou the H'.ack River 10 ia great efforts wsi
made to keep the line open, but without succes
anu at last accounts efforts were being made wi
the snowp'.ough and gangs oi men to clear awi
rue snow, but with louifferent success. The pni
clp&l trouble 1« In the lorrn ot contiuuous drifts
tne cuts betwee i Utica and Lowvllie. Bloc
ades are lound there wnere they nev<
were kuown belore. In Oswego coum
th recent snow storm was ol uuusu
severity, and all the railroads ruuuiug to Oswe«
were temporarily abandoned. Trains upon n
main line ol the Delaware, Lakawmiua and We»
ern road were seriously impeded uy tne snow, an
ganus ol men were ke,it busily at work, withm
making much Impression ou tne drius. owing
the blockade a large amount or mail matter mi
accumulated in the cities along the Central roai
and it Is probable several nays will have inte
vened be.ore the mail} aro running regular
again.

THE CUSTOM HOUSE.

THE BLA.CK LIST.THE ROMA.NCE OF SMUGGLE*
I stood in Venice on the Brldze of Sighs,
A palace and a prison on each hand,

Byron's beautiful lines would have aptly applle
to the groups lu the sombre corridors of the Cu
torn House yesterday, la all :he aisles or tot
building tnere were little knots of men, who coi
versed in whispers, and the Collector, instead
the Doge, made the sole distinction between tt
date or yesterday and one of the last ccntury. Ti
black list" was to be puollshed to the world, ac

only the mercy ol the chief official or the custou
utood in tho way between the discharged employ
and public dlscomtlture. Collector Arthur, taklt
the side ol charity, deemed It best lor the puol
laterests thai no names or those dismissed iro
the service should be made public, aud, thereior
to all tue Inquiries of newspaper ageu
he refused to deliver the list. In tn
view the Hkrald beartltv concurred. i<
Inasmuch as the President is urily required tocoi
municate imormatlon to Congress wncu not It
compatible with the public interests," it seerne
but proper that the Collector of the Port shoul
exercise h's discretion In regaid to the publlei
of changes In nis department which might woi
harm to the uuiortunaie g-ntlomen who were
lose their situations tor 110 f.iult or their own. bi
only on acCouut 01 thu exigencies ul the puoi
service. Willie, ihereiorc1, tne uuiues 01 some *
most' <nsm..>seu is >u me possesion»i tins j.iU'iu
11 is deemed bo si to withhold theiu lor the reasoi
alread? IMMlL
Hut other unU equally cxclting mutters were o

t&e Mpu. it app«*r« mac
1 UK K01IA.NCK OF SMUGGLING

Is not vet exnaus ea. Colonei (Jenrge O. William
or Mie Surveyor's stall, ua Saturday aiteruoo
boizeu, ou too dock oi the Krencn steamer ivreir
it trunk ueioiuing to Mr. Jules ivtioinon, of 8a
Francisco, containing the loliowiug article:
which, cjusKieiitu tnev were entered as Hie pr
vale wardrobe In use ol a private uentlem in, wei
rainer remarkable:-1liree trold watches, >]
do/.ci ol gioves, mamond studs, oiacelets and ea
rings, lpuumerab.e sea, Is and scan pin-<. na
fronts, three oead lace jackets, a superb Ind
shawi, thirteen gentlemen's (-oats, children
cloaks and d esses, 4c. Alter me seizure M
Salomon conc.-sed tnac the flood* were intendlorceraiu weaitii> residents oi San Frauclsc
and the hlack mink, with the initials "J. s.," uo
lies In the scziire room oi' the custom douse. 1
connection Wild ilus rom iw ol

KASII ION A It LB SMUGGLING
ft may not be improper to recall the case of Ml
Ileory Ashnurst. of Philadelphia, who brouui
over sixteen packages ]Mt AOVtmUtr in tn
steamship Java, twelve oi wnieli wore trunks
Various jashionanles were mcludod atnong th
bounties of Mr. Ashhuist; but rhe trunks wei
soized in fills city Hiid 1-hilnfiefj»luu bv sneel
'frea-ury agents, arid Mr. Ashhurst had actuall
agreed
TO t'AV FOUR THOUSAND TWO IILNDHKD AN

TWKKTT-BIOHT DOLLARS ANl> THIRIKKN CRNT.s
to be let off; but, strange an t lu.ysiei'ioti* as
may seem, through gome influence in Wnshinj
ton or elsewhi-'ie, the rich Mr. Asliliursi's pi
perry.or that or Ins Murray lit it or t'rinc"t,o
clients.was released recently, and the i nut
States District Attorney of niilaJeiphia.l'ohi.h
Mi Michael.recommenced the release in Wasi
tngtou. In view ot th punishiueut oi Mile. L o
Jouvm.tn confiscation or liej properly ami tt
severe vindication ol the I»w in remir.i to tier.
Bcenii to be a proper subject oi inquiry wti 'thi
there ts not. it v\ iu.ii itrtou ('auto n if >n "ring,and whether to plate sin win. gold, ami ti
strong lance ol Juntioo liut tlcss talis," docs n
apply lo these cases.

?LE SHEET.

RAPID TRANSIT. \'i
ie 1 1*1

m :* ti
b

>r The Improvement a Necessity for the Moral p

sod Physical Health of the City.
a
:n 1 ' *

£ CROWDING NECESSITATES CRIME. J
d j w»I
>t Suburban Homes the Cure for City Squalor ^
;*tf and Tenement House Vice. r<

i- i »
It i W

y During all the aUcusslon that has been sotng on t(
ft, lor many moo cos upon me suoject oi rapid tmu«it tt
t* toe deo&tora have passpd carelessly by the tact \\
19 that if the people ol New York are enabled to go n
'a rapidly aad at small cost lrom localities m the di
n lower to others in the upper section of the city si
l" ana to places In the Westchester suburbs there ti

will be a great change wrought in the aspect of t>
d the city and lu the general character or the nab- w

.£ nations wherein tbe poorest people dwell, it is r<

,y not to be expecteu that a rapid transit railway ui
a will revolutionize the condition of the poor here, L<

nor that It will be an agent transiernng New York pi
d Into Utopia, it will, however, do part of that oj

work which the sanitary regulations of tuc w

e Hoard of Health cannot do effectually now, ol
I and it will give lncieased opportunity for c<
11 the introduction of m rai agencies among such w

flita-oppresscd and sodden-minded pjopl'i as can- r,
not at present be affcctcd by them. It will elabo- u<

' rate the city of Kew l'ork Into the s..ape ol au uu- p
J mense fan, me inuring of which mav be rcp.e- ti
r- sented by the lespectable dwellings ol modes: u

people 01 small nieas, artisans who now inhabit p
the w retched tenements wherein dirt Is cunstautlr k
gathering, and disoase. moral and physical, is in- r«

1 evuaoly bred. Perhaps tlm Sketch is tauity with ui

t too many pen strokes; still, It conveys at least a p<
). half truth. tr
r y. Is ue»dle-s to plcturc rhc condition or the oi

people who are lorctd to dwell in toe squalid w
tenements that disfigaro parts oi this city. They fo

J1 are surrounded and oppicssea with dirt; they in- N

ir the enjoyment oi perfect hoalth. Dr. Arnott, the n<
« great Eutrlish phjslcian, is reported to have saul ci

thai "iu London nobody cujoys perleet Uealtti ex-
tr cept tr.e butcntrs' bovs." It may truly be said t'c
^ that 110 resident in a New Yoik tenement house A

l( has that decree of health ot which that person Is lt
le capable under better conditions ol air, Ac. lt tl

^ would be a very interesting experiment to make j>
,. in order to discover Just how long tse period ..'
tt elapses beioie a person wno has been used to h

|° cleauiy ways.perhaps u person coming irom tne a

u countryi-becomes hauituuted to living amid the j1,
y fllihof a tenement house. Sir Arthur Uelps, in p

his new book oi essays ou "Social Pressure," just 11

e published, tells a story wlilcn illustrates how j]
k despondency and a sonse of carelessness oi sur-

Q

y rouudlnsrs settles udou tne m ad oi sucn a «

;s person. It Is or a young country ''

y woman, wno, coming to London, had to live oi

within the toul precincts oi a back alley, l or

le eevcral weeks alter her arrival lu tne uncleanly JJ'* neighborhood she was noticed in tne mornings It.
a

sweeping and washing her doo rway and the
pavemeut of the alley. But gialuallyhcr efforts n

ccased. Sue found tnat tney were some- ',l
ihlng like tno:e of old Dame Partington. Sue w

1- could nor overcome the tide ol uastiness that was
is contiuudlly rustling into tue alley, uud llually cue q
v. became reconciled to tue neigu.joiMooa or dirt, oi
sr lost her animation and lived in cue same dull re

j, coi.dnlou as her neighbors. Like tliem, sue lost
n all desire lor pure air, lor tne effort to procurc it *!
w would De too great. ol
is Tuo principal oi Sir Arthur Heip^' essays on m
a "Social Pressure"'is entlcied 'Towns May Be loo e<

Lar^e." lnemeaniugoi iius is tnat tuo popu'a- p,"Hons of large cities become condensed within cei- U!
w tain l inits, nouses are crowded witn occupants,
jt so that ck luliuess is lmpos-iaie, and linmoiality {i
a aud disease are generated iu ingliti-il negroes. u>
el Sir Artnur, speaking through on j o. i lis members i'
v. ol tue little company among wnom ne divides ids xv
w essays, says:. -oi all uiut era important to human
irt civilisation, after t.ie production ui sutllcieut !.
in lootl, comes Hie dwelling place. What is the good u
le 01 insistiug upon cleanliness ami sobriety and all ci
o- tha otucr vlriues to people who live witu two <»i
id otner iniuiiies m the same room? I am taking an u

10 extreme case; but, gomir upward irum mar, tiio
is same law holds koom. Uiltn« linos meat ailUculty Pl
>0 lnge-ting a liaoitat lor Itself in decent homes; u
t-r anu in uil nations the teai. to be given lor real u
;;j civilisation is in tlie comparative goodness or n
re badness 01 the dwellingsoi the lowest class.'' 51

le Our populat.on Is not condensed or massed tornaether, as are the populations 01 Loiidou and 01
(u tne lour great cities 01 continental Europe.Paris,
re Benin, bt. i'etersuurit uud Vienna. It is a so a s
s. lact, consequent upon tne lormcr, that the pro- P
;n portions oi dea'hs and lil°git.maic oirtns in t. is ri
iv city are smaller tuau in the cities mentioued. 11
n- Hut how Ion* will It o? nelore an :mmeu9.t popula- r!
in tiou must be jammed witlm the preciuc's oi tnat
n- part oi New Vork below Tairty-iourth street. lor
;r instance, if nothiug is rtor»3 to prevent such an
ly augtegaiion? i he railroads are continualiy uciagailng people to this city <or employment who must
;o necessarily live below the boundary mentioued lor t
ic tne reasou wiileii uas beeu so oiten ursred
t- against horse cars our.ng the rapid transit 11

id discussion, that the time occupied by si
n those vehicles in going further uptown is too pi
to great tor laboring people to expend, it inluht i>e .id answered to tlr.s that there is no evidence Klveu 0

i, by our recent ccosus tnat people are nocklug to ci
r- New Vow. Uow can there be sucu evidence n
i! given by it? Everybody kuows, or ou;:iit to know,

that w. ll-to-do pe >ple and artisans wno are tin- *

willing to live in downtown teueihcnLs are going tl
irom this citv to iew Jersey and Crookivu in af- uj
ino^t the same proportion as that oi tne immigrantswho arrive here. Rapid railroads arc tne 81
causes or aggrejatinn oi people in ciucv. con- ti
veiSJlv. tiie.v must oe made here rile inn ;ns of the M
segregation oi that part of our population whicn |j

l(j otherwise win become the source oi gieat criml- .<

nality and tue subject oi feariul misery. A ,,
s" rapid trausit railway win enable tnose .it respectable workiuifmuu. who are now torced to Cl
a. d*ell ill t nement nouses, wnere they aro turowu wInto contact wit*i vicious ami detracted h.nnn i a- l(ur turo, to make speedy trips, at snull cost, betwetn ti
le their business nlaces in tne lower i>;irf o merit* >

)e ami their homes in Harlem or Weste lesrer. It wilt ,,

t It us prove au etllcient Hid t;> i lie Lkalia Depart- 01(1 uieut untl tue PoiiC", anil, indeed, 11 1: wn'i uot u

la aiioru Itie opportunity lor Hie leconstruction ol .1

tig una city, witn Hie primary requisites lor heultli, ..

beauty, commit aud grandeur," 01 wmcu Sir ..

'B Amur Helps talKs.lt will at. least he p ro dis- ^
ie pmve the statement that 111 New York dheasc ^
In and snualia misery 01 alt kinds are us .tbundanr, vand, 101° toe most part, as unchecked, as they ever ye» were or are in any ot tue gieat towns ol «

ts tae Old World." A rapid trai.sit railway "

. ought to be built, then, not alone because 11 wm ,
increase ttie populauon 01 New Yorit bv drawing M
back nither psople wno are now residing la New *

11. Jersey and oil Loug island, but also oecanso it Jrwnl lessen the number 01 people who have to
lestde m lout tenements on dirty streets and dark

d alleyways; not beciuiss by its means the wa>te
(1 places on the Island will be bnl't npo.i mil lnhab...ned, but oecauso the subnros ot ttio Clry will bo
' streicaed out in every direction and dwoit 111 by
'K tiie working peo.le; no' solelv on Tac.ouutotown.
10 era ol properly up town wno are ouroened by the a

f ta.\e-- upon land lor wnieii no ocoupatiis can oe a
louud, out as Well because it w.li utiord men ol

c small means lite ctiauce 01 becoming owners of
Jf small piects ol ground lor their homes, runs,
il» wnile .lie (jrosa a nouut or taxation may b iriscreased, the nuinoer 01 people who pay taxes will

aiM> be multiplied.
Q Tuere cau oe no greater certainly than that

rapid transit will work oeneflcen results in tuts
city. It will be a sort of saiety valve lor the cominanity.

>n in the "Transactions of thJ British Social
c, Science Association lor 1872" there are several 1
u vorv important papers on the subject 01 over'1crowding elites auo dwelling*. which testily, Iroin
i- tlie experience 01 111.1 ti> physicians, that it is tue
ie triii 11111 cause 01 epidemic disease ami physical
i.x and inoiai degradation. Other scientific aulliorir-nes do cot hesitate to sav that it "tends 10 the
if pliy-ieal deterioration ol tue lumnn race." I11
i.v two wa>s theoveiciowdinu 01 cities tends to 1111-
's inomliij.nrst, among ilie poor, ttuorJ' tne
1°. huddling togctner of lie sexc- 111 1 oniliiet. apart- n'
d meuts; arid, next, anions well-to-do, oy making ..

>. rent so lormtdab.e an item 111 tamilv Iiviur tuat
w many aeel; au easy subsutu e lor niarrmue. lucili- ci
n tics ior which aie also created by ttie hotel ncd ti
# lodging s.*steiu, wmcu overcrowding lavors ami c

necessitates. | ><

r, a rapid (ran tit railway in New York will do i,
it away wun a izreat part ol tho huddling or tno u
o sexes in coiiilncil anartm.nt?. lty moving tiic t
i. better classes ol taeir preeeut occupants awny i
e irom the reneinent nouses it will make ruo'n in j
vi those dwellings ior all tde people who must. 1 e- |,
il main in mem. It will t>rini? numun 'm'ihhh out 01 i,
.y iiitiiy cellars in which beasis could not live lon^, a

ami it, will kivu health ami pollen oilleiais < ppor- t
i> imiliicu 10 eject irom such place* tne degraded i

neiuM who would wish to romam in them,
it Hitherto mere has ueuti such a mixture of tin* uti*
! lurtunntu poor with ti>e degrade i -mio ij» tno in.>haouaniH «'i vile places u»ed as dweitliu* in nil*
ii ei.v (hut Hie loonier were Injured when ill" larur
id were corr eie«i i». 1110 police. Wutie^ the eject- fl
11 niout ui ihe reiideuis ol tne hornwe place- iu
l- Uoiiovan'H lauo.
in Tne*e ell'ecis, which a rnpld transit railway must '

io produce. nave been s>pokea ol in I ho present fi
it art eie becan»e ihey nave not hren alluded to *

[<r el>>eiv.cre. Orators tieiore tne lidcrinniiie and c

As; ivii" v e 'inmiitees ami at puhlie mee i:ia> !ia\c
le spoken hi everything eiso and pa.--e.i i\er tue.->u e

ut ar/u neuH. Many oi them have argued that tne d
cny should build a railway aud control it, because ti

5
would be profitable enough to helo toward th«
quulaMou or toe inuaicip.il ae.it. Tne.r arifuleutsare undoubtedly tru«; yet th-re i> a greater
ic% proven by the above statements. It is taat
leciivo. New York, ID order to pro are ail the
eneflts ot a rapid transit railway, could ailurd l*
ay private parties to construct ouc.

THE LEG'SLATIVE OBSTACLES.
It seems now to be the beliei oi many gentlemen
rho have interested themselves to procure rapid
ansit that their eflorts will be ueleated la uk
eiii-iature. Although the\ do not le.-suu fell
or* tney seem to be resigned to tae belief that
le money or tha railroad companies or this
y will procure i lie dei?at of everj

icasure bv winch rapid trauslt uigiit t>e
ia lze . The members of t ie Legislature
om lua Western section of the State are those
ho, It is (eared, will prove treacuerous ;o the in.
:res:s oi tnls city. SpeaiUux to tiie writer yes!rduyta well known busiuess mau said:. Thi
'estern men are tuos \ who will vote agains
ipid transit measu es la toe Lealditare. Thej
ou't know what an Immense uumbar of neces
ilea will be supplied to New York by rapid
anslt; anil when their votei are solicited bj
ie workers Tor tho railroad c anpiuies thej
on't trouble themselves to inquire. The railsailcorporations of this city have a larsjc pool of
loney now raised and bciug distributed in the
egislaturc. Every year ttu same piau lias been
arsucd by these corporations. Only the
liter day I was told by a lrieud, tu
horn Mr. R. S. Squires, late President
the Third Avenue Raliroau Company, Dad

jutlded ilie lact, that last year the Legislature
ouid mvc passed a bill winch would have uiade
ipid transit a certaiuty lu New York ll it had not
ecu lor the efforts ot the itiird avenue comauy.There is extaat now .1 repurt made secretly
) stockholders In that company ia wnlcli is stated
ie amount ot money spout iu the Legislature to
revent the pa>sj.ga ol a raprd transit bill. This
iud of pL'rlormance.the buying und selling or
ipid transit bilk.will gj on In tho Legislature
a til tlu-re is a muliry organization or th«
sople ol New York city to demand that
ley shall be cheated no longer. There
ight to be rapid transit clubs in every
a I'd 01 the ctty, and the leaders in the agitation
r tiie opportunity to travel with speed through
e w York mil iu their duty in not organizing such
uo.i. T.ie unprincipled, the ig.ioraut uo<» venal
gis ators must be irmrhteneu, elsj they.will
sver perm! us to have our treat nsea over)ineso loug as they are lempted with the
otiey of our city railroaa corporations. We cana:afford to wait much longer, our needs are
io great to permit more juggling to bo doue in
luany."
Tiie aoovo written vehement remarks were

emeu, ana it is likely tuat very soon tfter
ionization 01 ward "rapid transit cluos" will
e i>L-iruu. Tne nennemeu who originated tue
citizcus' movement" luve had this purpose, out
ave oeierred its execution until tney could lorm
central organization 01 the sut.scrlbcrs of jro< dly
mouti sol money to the 'deiorred stocn" fund,
a ouo instance their intention lias be.n nuuclated,as will be gathered iro n the uppeuued
itter:.

rjEBBVABT 13, 1875.
>s.srs. Dkakk nnoTiiE's:.
Ukxtllmkn.At a meeting of citizens and property
wi '.s ot tno Nineteenth ward, held last evening at
rjxouri Hail. I'liiV-tuurtti street. near Third avenue,
10 .wnteeiun Ward KaplU irunsit Association was
rganize I lor the purpose ot aiding the movement t>y
l>tainiug subscription* to the capital stock oi a < iti

118'Knnld run-it Company, an to act in coDruri etice
ltii the views expressed bv yourwives, und mi tile
leettng heid at tlie rooms of the Chamber ot Commerce
11 February 1. Ilou. iliom is Pearson was elected rr- iLMit. .lunes, Vice l'resldent. nan Jerome a. Collins,
uretarv it is the Inteution of tie association to eolior.itowith vou in youreilorts togivo the movement in
ivor oi rupid transit a practical shape, and it bus oem
ig.'ested as advisable to form organizations Miuilar to
nr.) in every ward in the cltv ot New York, wli Ii
ould he under the eotitroi ot a reorular central onruniuion.This wiiuul irlve the irieiuls oi the movement
ho woulo no wish to suoscribo at tne pcnerai hpaduartersan opportunity id doing so at the rooms

1' tiiL-ir local ornaniziiions, and afford tue
isldcuts of the different sections ol the city
chance to discuss the merits of rania frailtwlib t.ieir imiiicdiate friend* and neighbors.

* Ilia; expressions oi approval would come troni strong
rgunlzations Instead ot individuals. It would cert ilnly
icrease public oourtdonce in the movemeni and Indiitothe poDiiiar determination to havo rapid transit.

is our desire to avoid all the complications that
ivarimily arise out of the discussion oi plana,
u recognize oulv one roiiublo plan lor
rocunng rujiid transit in .*rw York, and
1st is to get tlie necessary capital to^eiher as Bpce.lny
< nosdh'.e. If this can bo done thou success is certain,
inn*, liii-s ot routo. 4c.. aru all deiicndem on capital,
liiioiit the latter an id transit Is hut an idle dri am. It
ipitnllsts either tour or object to lurn.sh the means lor
lo. urlng ruDii transit, because ot a wuntot oontldenre
i ilie investment or th 11 other interests raUht sutler,
or.U renmiiH lor the peonle to grapple with the ditfliltyas on y tne people can, and by a united effort domnsiratctha. what pu',ic lutcrests demand private in:restscannot withhold.
Our sabs it,itiou list will show the pr gress we make,
nd 1 am Instructed to assure you mat our efforts in ihe
suse of rapid transit will not cea<c until success crown*
lein. We nave alreadv taken stos to tenure a p rtuaentheadquarters, where subscriptions will bo received
nd inioriiiHclon furnished on tne subiect of rapid trant.1 reaiain, gentlemen, very respectlully yours,

JElloil ft, J. cULl.I.N?,
ccr tary Niticteentb Ward Hunid iransit Association.
Ills understood tnat Mr. Charles H. Roo*evei:t
scrctary or the "Citizens' Movement," is pre*
jrinir a ciaase amcudaiorv to th* General Rail-
>.tii act ut i860. witn the purpose to throw into
ie hands 01 tne oitv tbe power tu bulla aud opt*
ite a rapid transit railway.

COLUMBIA COLLEGE. *

The various classes of Columbia College held
lieir semi annual at tho Academy ot Music last
iKtit. Toe house was crowded, as It always is ou
led occasions, and the studeDrs themselves ap*
eared in lull lor.'e, there betng several hundreds
i them about, mostly dressed id their queer ronroruereahais anil blacU gowns. President Bar*
ard was on the stage. The proceedings began
Hh some music by Gralulla's Hand, alter whlob
ie President of the Senior Class. Mr. George Stier.

u, delivered the opening address. Us made a
:iort congratulatory specch, speaking of the
r.umpliant results of tbe boating race or last
;ason, and honing Mat tbe college would
evelop the same proflcloncy next summer,
e spoke in general terms or the
ititory 01 tne college during the j ear, and salt it
ad coiiB nothing out wuat deserved praise, bucueduigthis speaker came a number of others
ltd music in the entr'act s. Tne senior Ci.isa
irnisnoii lour representatives, the Juniors two,
lie Sopliom >res two, ihe F>eshmen two. the
niloiexmn one and ;lie Alumni i.ne. Tne speakers
ud subjecu were as follows:."Tne Developmout
I science l>oes Not Increase Influciitv," Harry 1.
odiey; Wuat's lu a Name v" Henrv C. de Millet
L.ove of tne supernatural." hotna* s. Oim mou:
Plnloicxinn (irutioii." T. M. rheesrman: "Alumni
ration." Cflarles L. fhcrt; "Development 01
luii," Cornelius \V. Morrow; "Fashion," Louu

Kaegener; '-Compulsory fciiiu^Hiion,'' Chane!
i. Fruucis; "Peril ui Hie Uour,:' Frederick D.
I'eeus: "The Centennial," C. lie nari
irower; "Oratory," c: aries F. Hurlburi. Tli«
pecches, as u general tiling, were creditable, and
1 Home eases ar ne to tne lieltrlit ol' eloquence,
lie stuaeurs were, of course, immensely pieasci,
nil tlie audience did not appear to be too muco
01 ed. The semi-annual was, taken altogether,
ery success.ul.

NORMAL COLLEGE ANNIVERSARY.

Quite a novel event occurred yesterday morning
t ilie Normal College. It was the sixth anniveraryof tuo lnstiiuiion, and the memoera or the
hlloinatlieaa Society and of tne two highest
r.idcs tiiotulu they would celebrate the occasion,
ccoidmgty tlicy presented the college with a
tuiiiuttj itioiip, representing a motner glviug her
hil.i to the care of a schoolmaster, .ina t \o large
ud handsome baskets o (lowers. A programme
recitation.-!. Ac., w.ts uiso prepared. Among

t tier tunics they per.ormed DicKcns' bnr!s<iu»"Bardeil vs. 1'iikwiek," a case ol
reach of promise ot marriage, which describei
le cnarge 01 toe Judge to ttie Jury, and Miss Nellie
. Cone rejd an original poem on Birthdays."
resident Hunter thanked the young Indies and
Dinniiuienied t liem on tneir success in the getting
l> of programmes.

COMPULSORY EDUCATION.
The clerks or the lioatd of Education have com.
luted the census of the children n >w attending
le puolic scuoois. Toe lists have been alphabets
ally arranged and the names of the boys apporionedto the districts in which tur.v reside. Tne
ompicte cunsus will be placed in tue Hands ol the
oilce Commission-rs to-morrow, ami men will
egln examination 1)/ tne police ofltcers as to Hie
me> and the number ol boj w no at the present

line are not attending any school. I'no duties 01
lie police wnl ne made comparatively easy by
eiercnce ui tne record of tne Board 01 hmu-nuoii.
or ihev cau at once find out tue names or tne
toys in eacii district who are attending school,
,110 will tn.-reloie oe enableu, witn little trouole,
o account r tnose whoso names are not included
n i he census.

FiKES IN BROOKLYN.

At half.pau nine o'clock yesterday morning a
Ire was discovered In the building So. 144 Kent
veuue, (.astern D.s rlcr. occipled by .ex'SuperisorFredeiiek hclijles us u milp.tur lactory. Beirnth»flmn.w ill 111 IIP SIIIIIIII i>. I « 1 lini

ru« <<iiii*o<l. mere is no niMuaiiPc oa the proprn.riit* life «vu<oi n<vi<i<>ntai origin.
"i i)<? hrick xtt u 'mm No. _"> l-'oi t (lie tie place, o©»

I:,.It'll -< < :i carponrer miop i»v Joint Norton, w<t»
tunaicil by tire yeatcruajr torouovu to tuo ex*
sue ui fluu.


